2001 a space odyssey


Arthur C. Clarke


Arthur C. Clarke comes from England, and he was the co-author of the movie 2001. He has a degree in physics, mathematics and astronomy, that’s why his works are mostly based on scientific facts. His works are logic, plausible, and he avoids the use of technical terms. He wrote for Playboy, Reader's Digest and Life, and he has done valuable scientific work (technical paper about communication satellites). He predicted that we would land on other planets than the moon in 1980, and that we would colonize other planets in 2001, but he is obviously wrong with his predictions.


The book starts with the description of monkeys (man-apes) in Africa. They were a peaceful vegetarian tribe. They were eating fruits, leaves, berries, … But one morning a great, black monolith (huge black rocks, proportions 1:4:9) appeared, which started to make the animals smarter. They discovered the principle of the lever, they started to hunt and eat meat, and they made primitive tools.


Dr. Heywood Floyd	scientist


A strong magnetic field was found in Tycho, that’s one of the craters of the moon. Dr. Heywood Floyd, a scientist, was sent there to investigate. He was all alone on the ship, everything was highly confidential. It was very important that he came, so they made an own flight for him. After he had arrived on Clavius base on the moon, he continued his journey in a low-flying moon bus. When he had arrived at Tycho, the crater, he saw a big monolith, like the one before, with the man-apes. They called it TMA-1 (Tycho Magnetic Anomaly One). While they examined it, the monolith suddenly started to make a shrill sound. Of course, the moon does not have an atmosphere, but they could here it in their headphones. That was a transmission from TMA-1 to Japetus, a moon of Saturn.


David Bowman	Mission Commander


frank poole	astronaut


HAL 9000	Computer


3 members of the survey team	hibernated


The Discovery was flying towards Saturn, to become a satellite and orbit Saturn, like a moon. The crew consisted of David Bowman and Frank Poole, who operated the ship. The other three crew members were in hibernation. When they reached Saturn, Bowman and Poole would wake them up and they could do their research. As soon as they were finished, the whole crew would be hibernated again, and they would wait for Discovery II to come and pick them up. Discovery would remain in orbit. Also on board there was the computer HAL 9000 (Heuristically programmed ALgorithmic computer). He controlled everything on the ship, and he could speak with the crew members.


During the voyage, HAL reported a malfunction in the directional antenna of the ship (AE-35). One of the men, Astronaut Frank Poole, left the ship in a space pod in order to replace the unit. The old unit was brought back, tested, and found to be without defect. A couple of days after that, HAL reported, that the unit, which had just been replaced, was damaged, too, and would stop working in 24 hours. The two men started to worry about HAL's reliability. They supposed that HAL is wrong and did not replace the antenna. However, it failed, as HAL had said, and so Poole left the ship to replace the unit again. When he stepped out of the space pod to reinstall the unit, HAL used the space pod to kill Poole. As HAL killed the 3 hibernated crew members and tried to kill Bowman, he disabled HAL.


That of course meant, that Bowman could never return to Earth, because the voyage would last many years, and without HAL he could not be hibernated. At this point, Dr. Floyd told Bowman the real reason for the voyage. When he reached Saturn, he should take a look a Japetus and investigate, why the message from TMA-1 was sent there.


After Bowman had reached Japetus, he uses the space pod, to investigate the monolith, he found down there. When he was approaching it, he was pulled into it. Inside the monolith, Bowman had many strange visions of galaxies and suns. He ended up in a hotel suite. He quickly figured out that the suite had been taken from a movie, which made him think that he was tested by some Aliens. The end of the book is very confusing. Bowman went back in time until his birth and was than reborn as a supernatural being, as the master of the world.


2001: a space odyssey tells of an adventure that has not yet happened, but which many people think will happen, and perhaps very soon. The adventure is the first contact that the human race -- we on the planet Earth -- will have with life elsewhere in the Universe. In the book, there are already colonies on the moon, and traveling between the planets is like a normal flight between countries. Bowman meets an Alien race, that is more advanced than we are. The book assumes, that our whole existence as humans is because of the monoliths. When we all were man-apes they made us to humans, and in 2001, they will make Bowman an even higher being.


HAL talks in the book because the leading experts in the computer field in the United States assured the author that by the year 2001 computers will talk! That’s a very close match. Even now we are capable of using computers without a keyboard, just with our voice. In the next five years, these technologies will become affordable for everyone.


The book also criticizes intelligence. Every time when the men’s intelligence was increased in the book, something bad happened. For example, when the monolith landed near the man-apes, the peaceful creatures became smarter and started to kill others. The supercomputer HAL 9000 became mad and tried to kill the whole crew on the Discovery. Bowman and Poole didn’t even have to decide any more, they just had to carry out HAL’s instructions.


Random thoughts:


book was made after the movie


2010: the year we made contact


0g-bathroom


HAL(IBM


�
ZERO GRAVITY TOILET


PASSENGERS ARE ADVISED TO READ INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE USE


1.The toilet is of the standard zero-gravity type. Depending on requirements, System A and/or System B can be used, details of which are clearly marked in the toilet compartment. When operating System A, depress lever and a plastic dalkron eliminator will be dispensed through the slot immediately underneath. When you have fastened the adhesive lip, attach connection marked by the large "X" outlet hose. Twist the silver coloured ring one inch below the connection point until you feel it lock. 


2.The toilet is now ready for use. The Sonovac cleanser is activated by the small switch on the lip. When securing, twist the ring back to its initial-condition, so that the two orange line meet. Disconnect. Place the dalkron eliminator in the vacuum receptacle to the rear. Activate by pressing the blue button. 


3.The controls for System B are located on te opposite wall. The red release switch places the uroliminator into position; it can be adjusted manually up or down by pressing the blue manual release button. The opening is self adjusting. To secure after use, press the green button which simultaneously activates the evaporator and returns the uroliminator to its storage position. 


4.You may leave the lavatory if the green exit light is on over the door. If the red light is illuminated, one of the lavatory facilities is not properly secured. Press the "Stewardess" call button on the right of the door. She will secure all facilities from her controll panel outside. When gren exit light goes on you may open the door and leave. Please close the door behind you. 


5.To use the Sonoshower, first undress and place all your clothes in the clothes rack. Put on the velcro slippers located in the cabinet immediately below. Enter the shower. On the control panel to your upper right upon entering you will see a "Shower seal" button. Press to activate. A green light will then be illuminated immediately below. On the intensity knob select the desired setting. Now depress the Sonovac activation lever. Bathe normally. 


6.The Sonovac will automatically go off after three minutes unless you activate the "Manual off" over-ride switch by flipping it up. When you are ready to leave, press the blue "Shower seal" release button. The door will open and you may leave. Please remove the velcro slippers and place them in their container. 


7.If the red light above this panel is on, the toilet is in use. When the green light is illuminated you may enter. However, you must carefully follow all instructions when using the facilities duting coasting (Zero G) flight. Inside there are three facilities: (1) the Sonowasher, (2) the Sonoshower, (3) the toilet. All three are designed to be used under weightless conditions. Please observe the sequence of operations for each individual facility. 


8.Two modes for Sonowashing your face and hands are available, the "moist-towel" mode and the "Sonovac" ultrasonic cleaner mode. You may select either mode by moving the appropriate lever to the "Activate" position. 


If you choose the "moist-towel" mode, depress the indicated yellow button and withdraw item. When you have finished, discard the towel in the vacuum dispenser, holding the indicated lever in the "active" position until the green light goes on...showing that the rollers have passed the towel completely into the dispenser. If you desire an additional towel, press the yellow button and repeat the cycle. 


9.If you prefer the "Sonovac" ultrasonic cleaning mode, press the indicated blue button. When the twin panels open, pull forward by rings A & B. For cleaning the hands, use in this position. Set the timer to positions 10, 20, 30 or 40...indicative of the number of seconds required. The knob to the left, just below the blue light, has three settings, low, medium or high. For normal use, the medium setting is suggested. 


10.After these settings have been made, you can activate the device by switching to the "ON" position the clearly marked red switch. If during the washing operation, you wish to change the settings, place the "manual off" over-ride switch in the "OFF" position. you may now make the change and repeat the cycle.
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